
MINNESOTA PARENTING PLAN

Prepared under Minnesota Statutes section 518.1705

IMPORTANT: READ BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS PLAN

This is a fill-in-the-blank template, not legal advice, and using it does not create an

attorney-client relationship. A parenting plan shapes your children's daily lives for years.

Minnesota courts must approve every parenting plan and will evaluate it against the child's

best interests under the 12 factors in Minnesota Statutes section 518.17, subdivision 1(a). A

plan that does not serve the children may be rejected or changed by the court.

If your situation involves domestic abuse, child safety concerns, substance abuse,
serious mental health concerns, or a parent who wants to move out of state, do not use
a standard joint plan without talking to a family law attorney first. Where domestic
abuse has occurred, Minnesota law (Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(9)) creates a
rebuttable presumption against joint legal or joint physical custody, and the dispute
resolution requirements of a parenting plan are restricted (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd.
6). For confidential safety help, contact Tubman (612-825-0000) or the Minnesota Day
One Crisis Line (1-866-223-1111). Free legal help may be available at
minnesotalawyer.com/legal-aid.

Complete every section that applies, sign before a notary public, and file the signed plan

with the district court as part of your divorce, custody, or modification case.

1. PARTIES AND CASE INFORMATION

This Parenting Plan ("Plan") is made under Minnesota Statutes section 518.1705 between

the two parents named below. It sets out how they will share time with and responsibility for

their child or children. If the court approves this Plan, it takes the place of a separate custody

and parenting time order (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 3(a)).

Case Information (leave blank if not yet filed)

Minnesota Judicial District / County: __________________________________________________

Court File Number: __________________________________________________

Case Caption (In re the Marriage of / Custody of): __________________________________________________

Parent A
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Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Street Address: __________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Parent B

Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Street Address: __________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Throughout this Plan, the parents are called Parent A and Parent B. You may also refer to

each parent by name in the sections below.

2. CHILDREN COVERED BY THIS PLAN

This Plan covers the following minor child or children. List the full legal name and date of

birth of each child.

Child 1 Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Child 1 Date of Birth: __________________________________________________

Child 2 Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Child 2 Date of Birth: __________________________________________________

Child 3 Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Child 3 Date of Birth: __________________________________________________

Child 4 Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________

Child 4 Date of Birth: __________________________________________________

If you have more than four children, attach an additional page in the same format.

3. CUSTODY DESIGNATION

Minnesota law uses two kinds of custody. Under Minnesota Statutes section 518.003,

subdivision 3:
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   "Legal custody" means the right to determine the child's upbringing, including education,

health care, and religious training.

   "Joint legal custody" means that both parents have equal rights and responsibilities,

including the right to participate in major decisions determining the child's upbringing,

including education, health care, and religious training.

   "Physical custody and residence" means the routine daily care and control and the

residence of the child.

   "Joint physical custody" means that the routine daily care and control and the residence of

the child is structured between the parties.

Minnesota courts apply a rebuttable presumption that, upon the request of either or both

parents, joint legal custody is in the child's best interests (Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(9)).

There is no presumption for or against joint physical custody (Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd.

1(b)(7)). Joint physical custody does not require an absolutely equal division of time (Minn.

Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(8)). If domestic abuse has occurred between the parents, the

presumption reverses: the court presumes that joint legal or joint physical custody is not in

the child's best interests (Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(9)).

3A. Legal Custody (check one)

❏   Joint legal custody. Both parents share the right to make major decisions about the children's upbringing, including education, health care, and religious training.

❏   Sole legal custody to Parent A.

❏   Sole legal custody to Parent B.

3B. Physical Custody (check one)

❏   Joint physical custody. The routine daily care, control, and residence of the children is structured between both parents as set out in the parenting time schedule (Section 5).

❏   Sole physical custody to Parent A.

❏   Sole physical custody to Parent B.

3C. Primary Residence

For school enrollment and other purposes, the children's primary residence is with (check

one):

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

❏   Other arrangement (describe): _______________________

3D. Enforcement Designation (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 4)

If this Plan uses any terms other than the standard labels above to describe decision-making

or residential time, the parents agree that, solely for enforcement of the judgment and

decree, legal and physical custody are designated as marked in this section. In plain terms,
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this keeps your Plan enforceable even if you used your own words instead of the standard

custody labels.

4. DECISION-MAKING RESPONSIBILITIES

This section is a required element of a parenting plan (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 2(a)(2)).

It describes how the parents will make major decisions about the children. Major decisions

include education, non-emergency health care, religious training, and participation in

extracurricular activities (Minn. Stat. 518.003, subd. 3). Day-to-day decisions are made by

the parent who is caring for the child at the time.

4A. How major decisions are made

For each category, check who decides. (If you chose joint legal custody above, most

categories will be decided jointly.)

Education

❏   Both parents jointly

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

Non-emergency health care (medical, dental, mental health)

❏   Both parents jointly

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

Religious training

❏   Both parents jointly

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

Extracurricular activities

❏   Both parents jointly

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

Other (describe): _______________________

❏   Both parents jointly

❏   Parent A

❏   Parent B

4B. If the parents share a decision but cannot agree

❏   The parents will use the dispute resolution process in Section 10 before either parent acts.

❏   Parent ______ will have the final decision on _________________, and Parent ______ will have the final decision on _________________.
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❏   Other (describe): _______________________

4C. Emergencies

In a medical or safety emergency, either parent may make necessary decisions and must

notify the other parent as soon as reasonably possible.

4D. Information sharing

Each parent will keep the other informed of the children's schools, health care providers, and

activities, and will share important records consistent with the parental rights notice in

Section 15.

5. PARENTING TIME SCHEDULE

This is the most detailed part of your Plan and is a required element (Minn. Stat. 518.1705,

subd. 2(a)(1)). Minnesota law requires the schedule to state, to the extent practicable, the

frequency and duration of parenting time, including time during holidays, vacations, and

school breaks (Minn. Stat. 518.175, subd. 1(e)). Be specific. Vague schedules cause conflict

later. In the absence of other evidence, Minnesota law presumes that each parent should

have at least 25 percent of the parenting time (Minn. Stat. 518.175, subd. 1(g)).

5A. Regular weekly schedule

Describe the regular schedule in detail, including pick-up and drop-off days and times.

Example: the children are with Parent A from Monday after school until Wednesday

morning drop-off at school, and with Parent B from Wednesday after school until Friday

morning; weekends alternate, beginning Friday after school.

Regular weekly schedule:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5B. Holiday schedule

For each holiday, state which parent has the children and in which years (for example,

Parent A in even years and Parent B in odd years, or split with morning to one parent and
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evening to the other).

New Year's Day: __________________________________________________

Martin Luther King Jr. Day: __________________________________________________

Presidents' Day: __________________________________________________

Easter or spring religious holiday: __________________________________________________

Memorial Day weekend: __________________________________________________

Juneteenth: __________________________________________________

Independence Day (July 4): __________________________________________________

Labor Day weekend: __________________________________________________

Halloween: __________________________________________________

Thanksgiving Day (and the day after): __________________________________________________

Winter holiday / Christmas Eve: __________________________________________________

Winter holiday / Christmas Day: __________________________________________________

Other religious or cultural holidays the family observes: __________________________________________________

Other days the family wants to address (for example, three-day weekends): __________________________________________________

5C. School breaks and summer

Winter break (school recess): __________________________________________________

Spring break: __________________________________________________

Fall and other school breaks (MEA, workshop days): __________________________________________________

Summer (describe how summer is shared, including any extended block of two to four consecutive weeks each parent has with the children):

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

State whether the regular weekly schedule continues during breaks or a different schedule

takes over.

5D. Special days

Each child's birthday: __________________________________________________

Each parent's birthday: __________________________________________________

Mother's Day with the mother / Father's Day with the father: __________________________________________________
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Other special occasions: __________________________________________________

5E. Priority

If the holiday, school break, or special-day schedule conflicts with the regular weekly

schedule, the holiday, school break, or special-day schedule controls for that day. The

parents may agree in writing to other arrangements at any time.

6. TRANSPORTATION AND EXCHANGES

Who provides transportation for pick-ups and drop-offs: __________________________________________________

Where exchanges take place (home, school, neutral location): __________________________________________________

How transportation is shared if the parents live far apart: __________________________________________________

What happens if a parent is late or cannot make an exchange: __________________________________________________

If there is an order for protection between the parents, exchanges should occur at a neutral,

safe location, and Minnesota law directs the court to consider the use of an independent,

neutral exchange location for parenting time (Minn. Stat. 518.175, subd. 5(d)).

7. COMMUNICATION

Good communication is the most reliable way to prevent conflict. Describe how the parents

will communicate about the children, and how the children will stay in touch with the parent

they are not with. The children's right to reasonable telephone or other electronic contact

with each parent is part of the parental rights notice in Section 15.

7A. How the parents communicate (check all that apply)

❏   Co-parenting app (for example, OurFamilyWizard, which many Minnesota courts recommend)

❏   Email

❏   Text message

❏   Phone

❏   Other: _______________________

7B. Response time

Each parent will respond to non-emergency messages about the children within ______

hours.

7C. The children's contact with the other parent

Each child may have reasonable telephone, video, or other electronic contact with the other
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parent at reasonable times and for reasonable durations.

7D. Emergency contact

In an emergency, the parents will reach each other by: __________________________________________________

8. RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL (optional)

A right of first refusal is an agreed term, not a Minnesota statutory requirement. Use it if you

want it. Check one:

❏   The parents adopt a right of first refusal: when the parent who has the children needs care for them during that parent's scheduled time for more than ______ hours, that parent will first offer the time to the other parent before arranging other child care.

Notice required to offer the time: __________________________________________________

How the other parent accepts or declines: __________________________________________________

❏   The parents do not adopt a right of first refusal.

9. RELOCATION (MOVING THE CHILDREN'S RESIDENCE)

Under Minnesota Statutes section 518.175, subdivision 3, the parent the children live with

may not move the children's residence to another state except by court order or with the

other parent's consent, if the other parent has parenting time under the decree. If a parent

asks the court to allow an out-of-state move, the court decides based on the child's best

interests, and the parent who wants to move generally has the burden of proving the move is

in the child's best interests. If that parent has been a victim of domestic abuse by the other

parent, the burden shifts to the parent opposing the move. A court will not allow a move

whose purpose is to interfere with the other parent's parenting time.

9A. Notice the parents agree to give (agreed term)

❏   A parent who intends to move (whether in state or out of state) will give the other parent written notice at least ______ days before the proposed move (for example, 60 days), so the parents can adjust the schedule or, if needed, ask the court to decide. This notice requirement is an agreement between the parents; it is in addition to the court-order-or-consent requirement of Minnesota Statutes section 518.175, subdivision 3, for out-of-state moves.

❏   The parents do not agree to a separate notice period beyond what Minnesota law requires.

9B. Effect on the schedule

If a parent moves, the parents will work in good faith (using Section 10 if needed) to adjust

the parenting time schedule to preserve the children's relationship with both parents.

9C. Governing standard for an out-of-state move (optional)

❏   The parents agree on the legal standard that will govern any future request to move the children's residence out of state, as stated here: _________________________________. The parents understand this agreement is effective only if both were represented by counsel when this Plan was approved, or the court finds the parents were fully informed, the agreement was voluntary, and the parents were aware of its implications (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 7).

If you leave this section blank, the ordinary best-interests standard applies to any future

request to move out of state.
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10. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

This section is a required element of a parenting plan (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 2(a)(3)).

When the parents disagree about the children, they agree to try to resolve the disagreement

in this order before either parent files a motion with the court:

1. Direct discussion: the parents will first try to resolve the disagreement through direct,

good-faith communication.

2. Mediation: if direct discussion does not resolve the issue, the parents will attend

mediation with a qualified neutral mediator before filing a motion with the court.

3. Court: if mediation does not resolve the issue, either parent may bring the matter to the

court.

How mediation costs are shared (for example, each pays half): __________________________________________________

Safety exception: the mediation requirement does not apply, and either parent may go
directly to court or law enforcement, in any situation involving the safety of a parent
or child, or where a parent is alleged to have committed domestic abuse. Minnesota
law prohibits requiring non-court dispute resolution where domestic abuse is alleged
(Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 6).

11. DOMESTIC ABUSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND SAFETY

Under Minnesota Statutes section 518B.01, subdivision 2, "domestic abuse" means the

following, when committed against a family or household member by a family or household

member: (1) physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; (2) the infliction of fear of imminent

physical harm, bodily injury, or assault; or (3) certain crimes including terroristic threats,

criminal sexual conduct, sexual extortion, or interference with an emergency call.

If domestic abuse has occurred between the parents, Minnesota law presumes that
joint legal custody and joint physical custody are not in the child's best interests
(Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(9)), and the dispute resolution requirements of this Plan
are restricted (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 6). A standard joint parenting plan may not
be appropriate. If this applies to you, talk to a family law attorney before signing, and
contact Tubman (612-825-0000) or the Minnesota Day One Crisis Line
(1-866-223-1111) for confidential safety help.

12. CHILD SUPPORT (ADDRESSED SEPARATELY)

Child support is not set in this Parenting Plan. In Minnesota, child support is calculated

under the child support guidelines (Minnesota Statutes section 518A.34 and following) and

is addressed in a separate child support order, in your marital settlement agreement, or in the
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support portion of your case. Parents who create a parenting plan are subject to the child

support guidelines (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 8(a)). The parenting time you set in this

Plan affects the child support calculation, because the guidelines include a parenting

expense adjustment based on each parent's share of parenting time (Minn. Stat. 518A.34).

13. BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILDREN

The parents have made this Plan in what they believe to be the best interests of their

children. Minnesota courts evaluate every parenting plan against the 12 best interests factors

in Minnesota Statutes section 518.17, subdivision 1(a). The court must consider and

evaluate all relevant factors, including:

1. a child's physical, emotional, cultural, spiritual, and other needs, and the effect of the

proposed arrangements on the child's needs and development;

2. any special medical, mental health, developmental disability, or educational needs that

the child may have that may require special parenting arrangements or access to

recommended services;

3. the reasonable preference of the child, if the court deems the child to be of sufficient

ability, age, and maturity to express an independent, reliable preference;

4. whether domestic abuse, as defined in section 518B.01, has occurred in the parents' or

either parent's household or relationship; the nature and context of the domestic abuse;

and the implications of the domestic abuse for parenting and for the child's safety,

well-being, and developmental needs;

5. any physical, mental, or chemical health issue of a parent that affects the child's safety

or developmental needs;

6. the history and nature of each parent's participation in providing care for the child;

7. the willingness and ability of each parent to provide ongoing care for the child; to meet

the child's ongoing developmental, emotional, spiritual, and cultural needs; and to

maintain consistency and follow through with parenting time;

8. the effect on the child's well-being and development of changes to home, school, and

community;

9. the effect of the proposed arrangements on the ongoing relationships between the child

and each parent, siblings, and other significant persons in the child's life;

10. the benefit to the child in maximizing parenting time with both parents and the

detriment to the child in limiting parenting time with either parent;

11. except in cases in which domestic abuse as described in clause (4) has occurred, the

disposition of each parent to support the child's relationship with the other parent and to

encourage and permit frequent and continuing contact between the child and the other

parent; and
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12. the willingness and ability of parents to cooperate in the rearing of their child; to

maximize sharing information and minimize exposure of the child to parental conflict;

and to utilize methods for resolving disputes regarding any major decision concerning

the life of the child.

Minnesota law does not prefer one parent over the other based on the parent's gender (Minn.

Stat. 518.17, subd. 1(b)(2)). A parent's disability alone is not a basis for denying custody or

parenting time (Minn. Stat. 518.17, subd. 2a).

14. CHANGING THIS PLAN (MODIFICATION)

Your needs and your children's needs will change over time. This Plan can be changed, but

only the court can make a change legally binding.

If both parents agree to a change, they can put the new terms in writing, sign them, and ask

the court to approve the change. Agreed changes to the schedule or decision-making must be

confirmed by a court order to be enforceable (Minn. Stat. 518.1705, subd. 9).

If the parents do not agree, the parent who wants the change must file a motion. To change

custody or the children's primary residence, Minnesota law generally requires a change in

circumstances since the last order and a finding that the change is necessary to serve the

children's best interests (Minn. Stat. 518.18). There are timing limits: generally no motion to

modify may be brought within one year after the decree, or within two years after a prior

modification motion was decided, unless an exception applies, such as persistent denial of

parenting time or a danger to the child (Minn. Stat. 518.18, paragraphs (a) through (c)).

Important: Do not simply stop following this Plan because you think it should change.
The current court order stays in effect until the court approves a new one. Not
following a custody or parenting time order can result in contempt of court and other
consequences (see the notice in Section 16).

15. NOTICE OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

Under Minnesota Statutes section 518.17, subdivision 3a, the following notice is included.

Minnesota law requires this notice in the custody order.

NOTICE

EACH PARTY IS GRANTED THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

(1) right of access to, and to receive copies of, school, medical, dental, religious training,

police reports, and other important records and information about the minor children;

(2) right of access to information regarding health or dental insurance available to the minor

children;
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(3) right to be informed by the other party as to the name and address of the school of

attendance of the minor children;

(4) right to be informed by school officials about the children's welfare, educational progress

and status, and to attend school and parent-teacher conferences. The school is not required

to hold a separate conference for each party, unless attending the same conference would

result in violation of a court order prohibiting contact with a party;

(5) right to be notified by the other party of an accident or serious illness of a minor child,

including the name of the health care provider and the place of treatment;

(6) right to be notified by the other party if the minor child is the victim of an alleged crime,

including the name of the investigating law enforcement officer or agency. There is no duty

to notify if the party to be notified is the alleged perpetrator; and

(7) right to reasonable access and telephone or other electronic contact with the minor

children.

16. NOTICE REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING TIME ORDER

Under Minnesota Statutes section 518.175, subdivision 6(k), the following notice is

included. Minnesota law requires this notice in all parenting time orders.

NOTICE REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PARENTING TIME ORDER:

The parties are expected to fully comply with the court's order unless the parties mutually

agree otherwise in writing as defined by Minnesota Statutes, section 645.44, subdivision 14.

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 518.175, subdivision 6, and Minnesota Statutes,

section 518.131, subdivision 11, the parties are hereby notified that:

(1) The court shall award compensatory parenting time to a parent who has been prevented

from exercising parenting time.

(2) Deprivation of parental rights is a FELONY crime pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,

section 609.375.

(3) If the court finds that one parent has repeatedly and intentionally denied or interfered

with another parent's parenting time, then the court shall award attorney fees to the parent

who has been denied parenting time and require the parent who has been denying or

interfering with parenting time to pay the other parent for costs incurred as a result of

enforcing the decision.

(4) If the court finds that one parent has repeatedly and intentionally denied or interfered

with parenting time, then the court may also:

(i) transfer custody of the child to the other parent;

(ii) impose a sanction of up to $500 on the parent who repeatedly and intentionally denied or
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interfered with parenting time; or

(iii) award other relief as determined to be in the best interests of the children involved.
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17. SIGNATURES AND NOTARIZATION

By signing below, each parent states that: they have read and understand this Plan; they

entered into it voluntarily; they have had the opportunity to consult a lawyer; and they

believe this Plan is in the best interests of their children. The parents understand that this

Plan is not effective as a court order until the court approves it.

_____________________________________________

Parent A Signature

Printed Name: ___________________________________

Date: _________________________

_____________________________________________

Parent B Signature

Printed Name: ___________________________________

Date: _________________________

Notary Acknowledgment

State of Minnesota, County of ____________________.

This instrument was acknowledged before me on ____________________ (date) by

____________________ (Parent A) and ____________________ (Parent B).

_____________________________________

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________________________________________

Filing

File the signed, notarized Plan with the district court (Family Division) in the county where

your case is filed, as part of your divorce, custody, or modification case. Keep a signed copy

for your records. Bring the original plus two copies if your court requires them.

Parent Education

In a contested case (where the parents have not agreed on custody or a parenting time

schedule), Minnesota law requires each parent to attend a minimum of eight hours of a

court-approved parent education program (Minn. Stat. 518.157). Because this Plan reflects

the parents' agreement, that requirement may not apply, but the court may still order parent

Page 14 | Free download from minnesotalawyer.com



education. Check your county's requirements when you file.

DISCLAIMER: This template is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. MinnesotaLawyer.com is a

free public law library, not a law firm. Use of this template does not create an attorney-client relationship. Laws change frequently. For

advice about your specific situation, consult a licensed Minnesota attorney. Free legal help may be available -- visit

minnesotalawyer.com/legal-aid for resources.
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